5: Agricultural, Natural & Cultural Resources
Although the Township of Deerfield has experienced growth in residential housing around in lakes and in other areas, those who have chosen to retire or raise their families in it have historically thought of it as a farming community.  

GOAL 5.1: The Town will work to preserve the agricultural heritage of the community and protect important farmland operations.

OBJECTIVE:

· The Town acknowledges the agricultural heritage of the area and will strongly support the right to farm.  It is important to ensure that existing agricultural and residential land uses are not in conflict with one another, and that new development does not disrupt the existing agricultural community.
RECOMMENDATION 5.1A: The Town will include on its web page a statement in support of farming and a definition of the nature of farming operations.  Farming operations may exhibit noise, odor, dust; the hours of operation may begin before dawn and extend past dusk; and it may be necessary to apply fertilizers and other crop protection chemicals.  
RECOMMENDATION 5.1B: In order to preserve the “right to farm” for existing and future farming operations, the landowner may place a restrictive covenant or deed restriction on all newly created parcels.  This covenant or deed restriction could request that the land owner, or any future owner, acknowledge that they will not file legal objections which could preclude the activities of traditional farming operations from continuing in the Town of Deerfield.  This covenant could allow new homes to be built on properties surrounding farms, while at the same time, provide some measure of protection for existing farming operations from frivolous legal actions.  

RECOMMENDATION 5.1C: The Town requires that any individual who wishes to locate a large animal operation of 250 animal units or more or expand an existing operation to 250 animal units or more in the Town of Deerfield, must first contact the town to discuss their plans.  Secondly, the Town will hold a public hearing for input from the residents of the town.  The town will review the information from the pubic hearing prior to either granting approval or denying the permit.  Some criteria that will be used but not limited to review could include the size, scale of operation, visual compatibility, odor, noise, and surface and groundwater impacts.

GOAL 5.2: The Town should protect important architectural, historical, and other significant cultural resources.  Some localized resources are present within the Town and are considered irreplaceable.  These resources contribute much to the history of the Town and Waushara County and should be protected from the impacts of development.  According to the citizen’s questionnaire, approximately 85 percent of the respondents felt that this was either very important or important to them. 


OBJECTIVE:  

· Preserve the area’s heritage.

RECOMMENDATION 5.2A: The Town should encourage owners of potential architecturally or historically significant residences to restore and preserve these properties for future generations.  Preserving these residences benefits both the owners and the community as a whole.  Therefore, the Town should contact the Wisconsin State Historical Society and compile an informational packet that can be distributed to all interested property owners.

RECOMMENDATION 5.2B: The Town should recognize and map existing historic and archeological sites.  Currently no properties are listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the state Architecture & History Inventory in the Town of Deerfield.  However, very little work by the State has been done in the town, and the potential for archeological sites, especially Native American burial sites in the town is favorable.  In addition, locally significant buildings or structures may also be present in the town.  In order to protect these sites from development and loss, the town along with its residents should identify potential buildings and sites and submit a list to both the state and county for review.

RECOMMENDATION 5.2B:  The Town will continue its support     of the Ice Age Trail that pass through the Township.  The town encourages the development of the Ice Age and other recreational trails, with the decision resting with the individual property owners.
NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
Protection of the Town of Deerfield’s natural areas, including wetlands, wildlife habitats, lakes, woodlands, open spaces and groundwater resources was very important to 78 percent of the respondents on the citizen questionnaire and was the rated the most important local comprehensive planning goal.

GOAL 5.3: The Town will support the maintenance and improvement of its lakes and streams.  

OBJECTIVES:

· Reduce non-point nutrient runoff into lakes and streams.


Non-point nutrients are indirect sources of pollutants that stem from such sources as agriculture and lawn care.  Water from rain and snow flows into lakes and streams, carrying nutrients, silt and other wastes.  These nutrients promote algae growth and siltation and degrade water quality.

RECOMMENDATION 5.3A: The Town of Deerfield encourages farmers to utilize protective measures to reduce the effects of wind erosion.  Wind erosion results in the loss of valuable topsoil and nutrients and reduces the soil’s natural ability to produce crops.  Wind erosion can be reduced by maintaining a protective plant cover, planting wind breaks and by incorporating a variety of tillage practices depending on the specific planting practice. 


RECOMMENDATION 5.3B: The Town of Deerfield will encourage the county to amend the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance to include a mitigation clause.   This clause would apply to legal pre-existing principal structures not meeting shoreline setbacks and would help compensate for lost shore buffer functions within the shore setback area.  Basically, when an owner wants to expand or alter a structure that is non-conforming, he or she must (1) have the existing on-site septic system evaluated and brought into compliance, (2) restore native vegetation in the shoreland buffer area, where possible (3) remove non-conforming accessory structures (does not apply to detached garage that is in good repair and is located at least as far from the ordinary high water mark as the principal structure), (4) implement erosion and stormwater runoff control measures and (5) blend exterior building materials with natural ground cover.

· Minimize nutrient contributions from private on-site septic systems.
RECOMMENDATION 5.3C: The Town should petition the County to revise the county ordinance to require that a comprehensive evaluation of the existing septic system be completed by a licensed plumbing inspector prior to a real estate transfer. Some private lenders may require inspections during a transaction; however, no minimum standards exist and it is not required by all lenders.
GOAL 5.4: Preserve the quality and quantity of our groundwater supplies.


OBJECTIVE: 

· Ensure that the right to use groundwater for irrigation purposes is not compromised.


RECOMMENDATION 5.4A: The Town should ensure that the right to use groundwater for irrigation purposes is not compromised.  Irrigated cropland comprised over 20 percent of the existing land use in 2000.  Protection of the groundwater supply, a limited natural resource, is important to the town.  The Town does not support extraction and removal of large quantities of groundwater.  They, however, reserve the right to review and comment on any proposal that is to be situated in the town.  High capacity irrigation wells would be excluded from this review and comment.

GOAL 5.5:
Maintain a quality forest resource for its citizens.  Over 47 percent of the town is comprised of forestland areas (silviculture, planted woodlands and unplanted woodlands).  Forestlands contribute to the overall rural character of the Town, are prime wildlife habitat areas and provide opportunities as both a commercial and recreational resource.  According to the citizen questionnaire, about 82 percent of the respondents supported the preservation of forestland; therefore, the protection and management of these areas are important to the community.  Forestland areas are shown on Exhibit.
OBJECTIVE:

•
Encourage sustainable forestry management practices.
RECOMMENDATION 5.5A: The town should encourage woodlot owners to educate themselves on various state woodland management programs and services. Private landowners can benefit from improved woodland health and habitat value by voluntarily employing management techniques on their properties.

•
Control insects, diseases, and invasive and exotic species that threaten the forest resource. Insects, diseases and invasive and exotic species are an increasing threat to the town’s forest resource. Exotic and invasive species, introduced by human activities (trade, travel, gardening, and recreation) have resulted in many species not native to Wisconsin being introduced to the state. Insects such as gypsy moths have been known to devastate an area.

RECOMMENDATION 5.5B: The Town should work with the WDNR and local landowners to monitor the forest resource for insects, diseases and invasive and exotic species. Local landowners are the first line of defense against diseases, insect and invasive and exotic species infestation; therefore the WDNR should educate and train local landowners about gypsy moths, bark beetle, oak wilt, garlic mustard, milfoil, spotted knapweed and other common problems so that landowners can better monitor their forest resource and contact the WDNR when problems arise. As part of this effort, citizen forest health monitors could also be trained by the WDNR, and could work closely with landowners to detect and report forest issues.
RECOMMENDATION 5.5C: The Town should work with UW-Extension and the Waushara County Land Conservation Department to share forest health information with the public. UW-Extension and the county land conservation department collect and analyze data on the health of the forests in the county. To increase the distribution of this data to town residents and property owners, the Town should work with Extension and the county to inform people about local forest health.

RECOMMENDATION 5.5D: The Town should work with UW-Extension to develop an information sheet to be included in the information packet that could be distributed to all new landowners and area realtors. This sheet should contain information regarding the use of native vegetation, rather than exotics in landscaping projects.

•
The Town should work with the County to minimize fragmentation of larger forested areas.
RECOMMENDATION 5.5E: The Town should work with UW-Extension to develop an information sheet to be included in the information packet that could be distributed to all new landowners and area realtors. This sheet could inform and educate property owners about the alternatives to traditional land subdivisions; and promote alternatives to land development/parcelization such as purchase of development rights and conservation easements.

GOAL 5.6: The Town should protect its important natural resources. Natural resources such as unique stands of trees, state natural areas, endangered species, geologic formations and resources are important.

OBJECTIVE:
•
Identify unique areas within the town in order to better consider their protection in the development approval process.

RECOMMENDATION 5.6A: The town should work with WDNR to identify unique areas that should be protected and preserved.
The status of all recommendations of the 2004 Town of Deerfield Land Use Community Management Plan can be found in Table 5-1 of Element 9. 
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