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Project Skills:  
Scientific Method
Measuring 
Life Skills: 
· Planning and organizing

· Problem solving
· Applying science 
· Decision making
 Academic Standard: 
Grade Levels: 
2nd – 4th grade 
Time: 
90 min
Supplies Needed: 
Instant Snow

· Instant Snow polymer

· Styrofoam bowls

· Measuring cups 

· Saran wrap/plastic baggies  

· Salt
· food coloring 

· Flip chart 

Snowflakes 
· Paper 

· Scissors

· Pencils

· Yarn

· Glue 

· Glitter

Do Ahead: 
[Steps the Helper needs to do 
before youth arrive.] 

 
Let it Snow – Instant snow and snowflakes
BACKGROUND 
WHAT TO DO 
Instant Snow

1. Divide the students up into groups of at least 7. 
2. Each student in the group should have an experiment. 

3. Ask the group to make a hypothesis (guess) before performing the experiment and then an observation using all of their senses after the experiment. 

4. This first student will pour 200 g of water onto 10 g of instant snow. 

5. Have children reflect/record observation on what happened

6. The second student will pour 2 oz of water onto 1 teaspoon of instant snow. (observe record)

7. The third student will pour 3 cups of water onto ¼ cup instant snow. (observe, record) 

8. the fourth student will add salt to one of the instant snow cups. (record what happens)

9. At the same time another student will add salt to the real snow. (observe and record what happens)

10. The sixth student will add instant snow to a bowl of colored water. 
11. At the same time another student will do the same with real snow. 

12. Review what happened. 

13. Compare and contrast real snow from the instant snow. 

Snowflakes 
1. Provide each student with paper and the tree snowflake patterns 

2. Starting at the short end, fold the paper like a fan every ¾ inch, keeping the edges even. 

3. Trace a pattern on one end of the paper or draw your own snowflake design. 

4. Cut out the center notch as shown on the patterns. The notch lets the snowflake open and glue easily. Tie a piece of string around the notch. 

5. Continue cutting out the black sections as shown on the pattern. 

6. Fold the paper ends together and glue. Trim the string and use it to hang the snowflake. 

7. Adorn with glitter. 
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TALK IT OVER 
Reflect: 
[Share questions – What happened?] 
What happened when water was added to the powder? 
What did it feel like? 
How was the artificial snow similar or different to real snow?

 [Process questions – What’s important?] 
What are other ways that you can alter the fake snow?

What will happen if you let it dry?
What will happen if you freeze it?
 Apply: 
[Generalize questions – So what?] 
 What other things do you think this substance is used for? 
ENHANCE/SIMPLIFY 
[Optional information.] 
HELPFUL HINTS 
ADDITIONAL WEB LINKS 
[Optional URLs.] 
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Instant Snow Activity Questions 

What do you think will happen when water is added to the powder?

What happened? Use your senses to observe what changed.

Compare the fake snow to real snow. 

What do you think will happen when more water is added to the powder?

What actually happened?

What do you think will happen when salt is added to the fake snow/real snow?

What actually happened?

What do you think will happen to colored water when powder is added to it? When real snow is added?

What actually happened?

