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Project Skills:  
Youth will learn about Cinco de Mayo and do activities associated with that culture
Life Skills: 
· Decision Making

· Leading Self and Others
 Academic Standard: 
Art and Design Education A.4.3 Learn about basic styles of art from their own and other parts of the world
Grade Levels: 
2nd – 4th 
Time: 
90 minutes
Supplies Needed: 
· Toilet paper tube
· Green tissue paper
· Red paper streamer

· Scissors

· Glue

· Styrofoam cups

· Paint

· Paintbrushes

· Decorative accents such as pom-poms and buttons

· Hot glue gun

· Skittles
Do Ahead: 



4-H Project Area 
Cinco de Mayo Activities
BACKGROUND 
Cinco de Mayo (Spanish for "fifth of May") is a Mexican civic holiday held on May 5 that commemorates the Mexican army's unlikely victory over French forces at the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862, under the leadership of General Ignacio Zaragoza Seguín. It is celebrated primarily in the state of Puebla and in the United States. While Cinco de Mayo sees limited significance in Mexico itself, the date is observed nationwide mostly in the United States as a celebration of Mexican heritage and pride. Mexicans and Latinos living in California during the American Civil War are credited with being the first to celebrate Cinco de Mayo in the United States. Cinco de Mayo is not Mexico's Independence Day, the most important national patriotic holiday in Mexico.
WHAT TO DO 
Mini Piñatas 
1. Make a cut along the length of a toilet paper tube
2. Roll the cardboard into a cone and secure with tape
3. Roll the cone in green tissue paper, making sure to fully cover the tip and tape the tissue paper in place
4. Remove the cardboard and fill the paper cone with small candies
5. Tightly twist the top closed to create the chili’s stem
6. Accordion fold a 25 inch length of red paper streamer and cut slits ¼ inch apart along one side, stopping ¼ inch from the edge
7. Unfold the streamer 
8. Place the chili’s bottom point at one end of the fringe
9. Slowly wrap the fringe around the chili in a tight upward spiral, sticking it in place with a glue stick as you go
10. Trim away any excess fringe and allow the glue to dry
Maracas
1. Give each youth 2 Styrofoam cups

2. Paint cups with paint and let dry
3. Place a handful of skittles into one of the cups
4. Put a layer of hot glue onto the rim of the cup with the skittles in it and quickly place the other cup on top of it, lining up the rims of both cups
5. Finish any decorating such as adding pom-poms, or buttons
6. Once the glue is completely dry, shake the maracas
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 4-H Project Area 
Cinco de Mayo Activities
TALK IT OVER 
Reflect: 
1. How did you decide to decorate your maracas?

2. What other events do you go to that have piñatas?

3. What kinds of things can you do with your maracas? 
Apply: 
1. What other cultures use musical instruments during celebrations?

2. What kinds of instruments do they use?

3. What does a piñatas mean to people?  What does it symbolize?

4. What other events like Cinco de Mayo do people celebrate?
ENHANCE/SIMPLIFY 
1. Smaller children can use stickers instead of paint on their maracas

2. If you don’t have dried beans, use a few pennies instead
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