Wacky Weekdays
Around the World-Egypt
Overview: The pyramids were some of the most complex built structures in Egypt and hieroglyphics were one of the first literal ways of telling stories and passing them on for others to see.  
Activity: Sugar Cube Pyramids 
Time: 45 minutes
Objective: Youth will get to understand the complex strategy behind building the pyramids

Skills: Problem Solving, Applying Technology & Science, and Decision Making
Procedure: 
1. Place a piece of paper down as a base for the pyramid
2. Mix powdered sugar with water and mix until it creates a paste to be used as “mortar”

3. Using small paint brushes, paint the mortar onto the sugar cubes and place the cubes onto the paper to set up a base

4. Using the mortar, continue to build a pyramid with the sugar cubes.  

5. Make a second pyramid using cut up candy bars.  
Reflection:
1. What makes for a stronger base, more sugar cubes, or less?
2. Would it be harder to build with a limited amount of cubes?
3. What was the difference in the stability of the pyramids made with different materials?

Activity: Hieroglyphic Stories
Time: 30 minutes
Objective: Youth will get to use their imagination to develop an artistic way to describe one of their favorite stories or past times
Skills: Communicating with Others, Problem Solving, and Leading Self & Others
Procedure: 

1. Show examples of historical hieroglyphic art
2. Have each person choose a story or time that they love

3. Draw out, using hieroglyphic-like art, their chosen time using separate sheets of paper for parts of the story

4. Have them tell their story to everyone else using the art they’ve created
Reflection:
1. Where else have you seen art like this?
2. Was it hard to tell a story only using drawn pictures?

Activity: Hieroglyphics acted out (Older group)

Time: 20 minutes

Objective: Youth will get to use their imagination to develop a different way of describing one of their favorite activities

Skills: Planning and Organizing, Leading Self & Others, Communicating with Others

Procedure:

1. Show examples of historical hieroglyphic art

2. Divide everyone into groups of 2-3

3. Have the groups choose a couple of their favorite activities

4. Have each group act out the activities and have one of the members narrate what the activity is

Reflection:

1. Was it hard to work with other people to act this out?

2. Would it have been easier if you had props?
Activity: Recycling Paper to Make Paper (Older group)

Time: 45 minutes

Objective: Youth will learn an alternative way to recycle paper products and make a hand-made paper product, like the Ancient Egyptians first made papyrus.
Skills: Applying Technology & Science, Problem Solving

Procedure:

1. Select the type of paper to be recycled

2. Rip the paper products into small bits and place into a blender about half full

3. Fill blender with warm water

4. Run the blender slowly at first and increase the speed until the pulp looks smooth and well blended

5. Fill a tub half way with water and add 3 blender loads of pulp and stir
6. Place the mold into the pulp mix and wiggle it back and forth until the screen is evenly covered

7. Slowly lift the mold up until it is above the water and wait until the water has drained from the screen

8. Place a fabric square on top of the mold directly touching the paper and flip it flat on to the table

9. Using a sponge, press out as much water as possible

10. Hold the fabric square flat and slowly lift the edge of the mold so that the wet sheet remains on the fabric

11. Stack the paper on the fabric in between two hard objects with a piece of fabric on top of the last sheet and squeeze them out one last time

12. Lay them out on newspaper to dry and peel them off the fabric when they’re done[image: image1.png]



Objective: 


Youth will gain knowledge of different countries around the world that don’t have first hand experience with.  Activities involving the literature and structures of Egypt will be used to help them understand the country.





Materials:


Sugar cubes


Powdered sugar


Mini candy bars


Water


Paper


Bowls


Paint brushes


Colored pencils & makers


Wooden frames & screen


Different kinds of paper (egg cartons, newspaper, magazines, etc.)


Tubs


Fabric squares











