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Project Skills:  
[What youth will learn related to 
subject matter content.] 
Life Skills: 
[Specific life skills youth will 
practice during the activity.] 
 Academic Standard: 
Grade Levels: 
2nd – 4th 
Time: 
70 minutes
Supplies Needed: 
· Plastic milk jugs

· Fabric or scrapbook paper scraps

· Felt

· Scissors

· Soil

· Glue

· Water

· Bowl

· Paintbrush

· Flowers
· Gravel or small rocks

· Plastic plates or plastic dish

Do Ahead: 
· Cut fabric or tear paper into 1” squares
· Cut 1.5” wide strips from felt, enough to go around the opening of the pot
· Make 4 small holes in the bottom of the jug



4-H Project Area 
Recycling Fun – Flower Pots and The Lorax
BACKGROUND 
WHAT TO DO 
Watch “The Lorax”

1. Google “The Lorax” and watch this 25 minute video on the environment and what happens when you don’t protect your surrounds
Recycled Flower Pots

1. Cut the top off of the plastic jug just under the handle
2. Turn the bottom of the jug upside down and have an adult poke 4 small drain holes in the bottom
3. Mix two parts glue and 1 part water in a bowl
4. Paint glue mixture onto one side of the outside of the milk jug
5. Decoupage the fabric or paper all over the sides of the jug, applying glue on to the jug first, then over the fabric or paper to adhere
6. Glue the strip of felt onto the lip of the pot, overlapping both sides, inside and out
7. Add a handful of gravel or small rocks to the bottom of the pot
8. Add a small amount of soil then add the potted flower
9. Fill pot the pot with soil, carefully bur firmly patting down the soil around the flower
10. Place either a plastic plate or a plastic dish under the pot to catch the water that goes through
11. Water your flower and place near a sunny window
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 4-H Project Area 
Recycling Fun – Flower Pots and The Lorax
TALK IT OVER 
Reflect: 
[Share questions – What happened?] 
[Process questions – What’s important?] 
Apply: 
[Generalize questions – So what?] 
[Apply questions – Now what?] 
ENHANCE/SIMPLIFY 
[Optional information.] 
HELPFUL HINTS 
· Place your pot on a plate before watering to catch any water that my drain out the holes. 

· The decoupage will be ruined should it rain
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