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Life’s a Beach –Paper Plate Porthole

BACKGROUND 
This project is a unique and fun way for kids to create their own world under the sea.  
WHAT TO DO 
Paper Plate Porthole
1. Hand out one paper plate to each youth
2. Have youth design a view of the ocean on the plate.  They should include different fish, sand, seaweed, rocks, sea shells etc.  The youth can either draw the creatures directly onto the plate or they can cut out creatures from the construction paper.  
3. Hand out the 2nd paper plate and the blue cellophane that both have circles drawn on them.  
4. Instruct the youth to cut out both of the circles
5. Take the plate that you cut the circle out of and place it right side up (place it the way you would if you were going to eat off from it)
6. On the edge of the plate, right next to where you cut out the circle, put a line of glue all the way around
7. Take the blue cellophane circle and place it on the circle and tap it down into the glue
8. Take the plate that you decorated and place it on the plate that has the hole and cellophane.  This will help the cellophane to stick down
9. Set the plate that has the drawings in it on a table.
10. Take the second plate and turn it upside down onto the plate that is on the table.  (The bottoms of both of the plates should be facing in opposite directions)
11. Put four staples into the plates to hold them together
12. Have the youth put glue dots along the edge of the plate and place the ring shaped cereal on the dots.  (these will look like bolts on the porthole)
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Life’s a Beach – Paper Plate Portholes
TALK IT OVER 
1. Fish have been on the earth for how many years?
1. 450 million

2. What is a group of fish called?
1. School

3. What type of creatures do you find in the ocean?

1. sharks, turtles, dolphins, starfish, crabs, lobsters, octopus, squid, jellyfish, whales, mermaids, etc

4. Name different creatures in the ocean that can sting you.

1. Sting rays, eels, jellyfish, sea anemone, etc. 

5. Name different creatures in the ocean that don’t have fins. 

1. octopus, squid, jellyfish, crabs, lobsters, crustaceans, eels

Helpful Hints
1. It helps to take a break between decorating the plates and cutting out the plates and assembly and play a game to get the youth up and moving around.
2. Using a think and sturdy paper plate works well

3. Cutting a hole into the 2nd plate to help the youth start cutting helps

4. If you tell the youth a certain number of things that they have to draw or cut out it makes the project last longer and it makes them think of different creatures to draw
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Project Skills:


 The youth will learn different kinds of creatures that live in the ocean.





Life Skills: 


Decision Making


Problem Solving


Hand/Eye Coordination


Serving Others


Leading Self and Others


  


 Academic Standard: 


Art and Design Education: C.4.7 Develop basic skills to produce quality art





Grade Levels: 


Kindergarten – 1st 





Time: 


90 Minutes





Supplies Needed: 


 Paper plates


Ring shaped cereal


Fish shaped crackers


Construction paper


Sea shells


Glue


Blue cellophane


Scissors


Crayons


Stapler








Do Ahead: 


Trace the outline of a circle on one of the paper plates.  The circle will be what will be cut out for the porthole so it should be a couple of inches away from the edge of the plate.    


Trace a circle on the blue cellophane.  The circle should be bigger than the circle on the plate that will be cut out














