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Project Skills:  
The youth will learn some interesting facts about turtles.   They will also be able to be creative in making their own finger puppets.  
Life Skills: 
· Developing Self
· Problem Solving

· Decision Making
 Academic Standard: 
Grade Levels: 
Kindergarten-1st grade
Time: 
60 minutes
Supplies Needed: 
· Paper Plate
· Crayons
· Glue
· Scissors
· Construction Paper
· Small rocks/stones
· Stretch knitted Gloves
· Googly Eyes



4-H Project Area 
Animals–Turtle Mosaic and Finger Puppets
BACKGROUND 
Turtles are reptiles characterized by a special bony or cartilaginous shell developed from their ribs that acts as a shield.  The earliest known turtles date from 220 million years ago, making turtles one of the oldest reptile groups and a more ancient group than lizards, snakes or crocodiles.  Of the many species alive today, some are highly endangered.  Like all other extant reptiles, turtles are ectotherms – their internal temperature varies according to the ambient environment, commonly called cold-blooded.  However, leatherback sea turtles have noticeably higher body temperature than surrounding water because of their high metabolic rate.  Like other amniotes (reptiles, dinosaurs, birds, and mammals), they breathe air and do not lay eggs underwater, although many species live in or around water.  The largest turtles are aquatic. 
WHAT TO DO 
Turtle Mosaics
1. Give each youth one paper plate
2. Have the youth color the backside of the plate however they choose
3. Cut out a head, tail and 4 legs
4. Glue those on the front side of the plate, but make sure that they show when you flip the plate back to the backside on top
5. Glue small rocks on the plate to represent the turtles plates on the shell
Finger Puppets
1. Cut the fingers off of a stretch knitted glove (doesn’t matter what color the glove is)
2. Give each youth a set amount of the fingers (2 or 3 is a good number)
3. Have the youth decorate the fingers as any animal that they wish
4. Put the fingers on and have a puppet show!
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Sources:
http://www.busybeekidscrafts.com/Turtle-Mosaic.html
Highlights For Kids Magazine
Authors
Ashley Pomplun and Stephanie O’Keefe, CYFAR Project, UW Extension, 2012
Reviewed by: Barb Barker, Waushara County 4-H Youth Development Agent

 4-H Project Area 
Animals–Turtle Mosaic and Finger Puppets
TALK IT OVER 
· Where can you find turtles in the wild?
· What kinds of things do turtles eat?
· What types of animals did you make for your finger puppets?
· How did you decide to make those animals?

· What other materials that you would have at home could you use to make something out of?
 HELPFUL HINTS

1. Putting a limit on the number of stone/rocks that the youth can have will help to save on supplies
2. Tacky or Craft Glue works really well

3. Put a piece of paper in the finger so the glue doesn’t seep through and glue it together

4. Black is a good color to have for the gloves (very universal for what type of animals to make)
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